Geography 490 - Senior Seminar in Geography
Fall 2008 -- 11781
Logistics:

Instructor - Ron Davidson
Meeting Times/Room - Sierra Hall 106, Wednesdays 2:00 p.m.-4:45 p.m. 
Office Hours - W 5-6 in SH 130L or by appointment. 
email - rdavids@csun.edu
Phone - (818) 677-3513 
Website: www.csun.edu/~rdavids  
Course Description
Preparation of a research proposal and writing of a senior paper under close faculty supervision.

The student will write and orally present a research paper that demonstrates their ability to think and communicate as a geographer. The course may also include some professionalization activities and assessment activities, such as portfolio preparation and evaluation.  This course is designed to function as the capstone course for Geography majors.  Students successfully completing this course will be able to demonstrate their competency as researchers and communicators. 
Prerequisites
Students must be geography majors, nearing completion of their degree.
Materials
Parsons, Tony and Peter G. Knight. 2005. How to Do Your Dissertation in Geography and Related Disciplines (Second Edition). Routledge.
Additional required reading materials available on course webpage.  An effort has been made to ensure that the readings are in accessible format.  However, not all of the materials are fully accessible at the present time.  If you have special needs for accessible materials, see the instructor on the first day of class. 
Classroom Activities
Classroom time will be devoted to lecture and discussion of the assignments.  If students are prepared to discuss course content, share ideas and contribute, then there will be less lecture and more discussion. 
Attendance 
Attendance is a key component of good grades.  I expect students to attend every class and there is a punitive attendance policy in this course. Each time you miss a class, 5.0% (half a letter grade) will be deducted from your semester end letter grade. Missing two sessions will result in a reduction of a whole letter grade. You owe it to yourself, or to whomever pays for your education as well as the taxpayers who support your education, to attend.  Students with poor attendance habits should not take this course.  If you have medical or personal issues that demand your absence, please contact Dr. Davidson before or immediately after the class or assignment you miss.  In certain circumstances, a student must miss an extended period of time, you should arrange to drop the course or make special arrangements with Dr. Davidson.
Academic Dishonesty and Cheating

See the following policy: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/soc/legalnotices.html#facultypolicy 

Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities must register with the Center on Disabilities and complete a services agreement each semester.  Staff within the Center will verify the existence of a disability based on the documentation provided and approve accommodations.  Students who are approved for testing taking accommodations must provide a proctor form to their faculty member signed by a counselor in the Center on Disabilities prior to making testing arrangements.  The Center on Disabilities is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110.  Staff can be reached at (818) 677-2684. 

Other campus-wide disclosures are available at: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/disclosures/disclosures.html
Grading
Your grade in this course will be determined by your performance on several assignments. A plus/minus grading system will be used.  The assignments are listed below, and the first five are MANDATORY. Failure to complete these assignments will result in a failing grade. 

Research Proposal 




5%
Study Site Description/Literature Review

5%
First Draft of Research Paper 


5%
Xeroxed pages of resources



3%
Final Draft of Research Paper 


57%
Oral Presentation of Research 


25%
Professional Portfolio/Resume 


ungraded

**THERE ARE NO INCOMPLETES GIVEN IN THIS COURSE. 
Academic Dishonesty and Cheating

There is a zero tolerance policy in this course for cheating and plagiarism. The university has policies on a variety of academic honesty and cheating, as well as other issue of importance. See the following policy: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/soc/legalnotices.html#facultypolicy 
Schedule change information: http://www.csun.edu/anr/soc/pdf/fa08_adjust.pdf
Final exam schedule: http://www.csun.edu/anr/soc/pdf/fa08_finalexam.pdf 

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities must register with the Center on Disabilities and complete a services agreement each semester.  Staff within the Center will verify the existence of a disability based on the documentation provided and approve accommodations.  Students who are approved for testing taking accommodations must provide a proctor form to their faculty member signed by a counselor in the Center on Disabilities prior to making testing arrangements.  The Center on Disabilities is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110.  Staff can be reached at (818) 677-2684. 

Other campus-wide disclosures are available at: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/disclosures/disclosures.html
Intended Outcomes 

In accordance with best teaching practices, course objectives are made transparent to students at the beginning of the semester.  These outcomes represent the knowledge and skill sets with which students are expected to demonstrate competency during the semester.  Assessment and evaluation tools used during the quarter are designed to determine student success in acquiring these knowledge and skill sets.
Goal A: Building a Knowledge Base

Students in this course will identify and define key terms and concepts central to the research process.

Students will be able to define and explain key terms such as literature review, annotated bibliography, citation, plagiarism, topic sentences, hypothesis, thesis statement, etc. 

Assessment/Evaluation tool: Class discussions, research paper. 
Goal B: Acquiring Knowledge
Students will develop skills for acquiring new knowledge. 

Students will utilize research tools and methods, including library resources, field work, electronic data sets and other resources commonly used by geographers.

Assessment/Evaluation tool: Class discussions, research paper. 
Goal C: Problem Solving Skills

Students will demonstrate their problem solving skills. 

Students will solve a problem(s) or support an expressed opinion as a part of their research project. 

Assessment/Evaluation tool: Research paper. 
Goal D: Communicating Knowledge

Students in this course will be able to communicate ideas by using words, numbers, maps and other graphic devices. 

Students will effectively communicate ideas and opinions using textual, graphic or cartographic communication. 

Assessment/Evaluation tool: Research paper. 
Weekly Schedule and Assignments:

Week 1 (Aug. 27):  Introductions and expectations
Week 2 (Sept. 3):  Research topics, methods and objectives
Readings:
a. Read 3 old senior theses in the 490 file on the Y drive (you can drag these 



onto your desktop and read them there or print them out).  Choose 



from the following:



“The Proliferation of Arundo donax in Arroyo las Posas”, 




“Rapoport’s Rule”, “Ralph’s Grocery Stores” and “Port Hueneme”



b. Parsons and Knight, Introduction and Chapter 1

Assignment: 
Prepare a brief oral presentation for next week on which thesis you think 



is best.
Week 3 (Sept. 10): Discussion of proposals, research topics, methods and objectives
Readings:  
a. Parsons and Knight, Chapter 4.


b. M.A. Thesis Proposal on Y-drive: “SampleThesisProposal” if you are a 



physical geographer, “SampleProposalHumanGeography” if you are a 



human geographer
Hand in: Xeroxed first-pages from 2 articles/book chapters on your topic; bring entire 

papers/chapters to class.
Week 4 (Sept. 17):  Library Tour 3-5: Jack Kranz 

Reading: 
Parsons and Knight: Chapter 6
Week 5 (Sept. 24): Library Tour: Jack Kranz The literature review and the overall paper

Readings: 
Parsons and Knight Chapter 5; Laity, “Writing Your Senior Thesis”
Hand in:  
1. Research proposal   



2. Xeroxed first-pages from 2 articles/book chapters on your topic; bring 



entire papers/chapters to class.
Week 6 (Oct. 1):  Independent research
Week 7 (Oct. 8):  Research methods, and prospects in geography

Hand in: 
1. literature review and description of study site (if necessary) 

2. Xeroxed first-pages from 2 articles/book chapters on your topic; bring entire papers/chapters to class

Readings: 
Parsons and Knight Chapters 7, 8 and 9
Week 8 (Oct. 15): Independent Research 
Reading: 
Parsons and Knight Chapter 10
March 19 (Oct. 22): Independent research
Week 9 (Oct. 29):  How to give an oral presentation

Hand in: First draft of paper


Readings: Delugach: “How to Give a Terrible Talk”; Ford, “Presenting with Pizzazz”
Week 10 (Nov. 5):  Visual Aids

First draft returned with comments.  Prepare overheads, PowerPoint slides etc. for oral presentation

Week 11 (Nov. 12):  
Hand in by email: Final draft of paper.  A loss of 2 points per day late.  

Submit: online portfolio
Week 12 (Nov. 19):  Practice Oral Presentations
Week 13 (Nov. 26):  Practice oral presentations
Week 14 (Dec. 3): Oral Presentations
Week 15 (Dec. 10): No class
